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Farewell to
Mrs Supeda, our

School Business Manager 

(SBM), who has been at 

Whitchurch since 2017. 

We wish her well for the 

future. Our new SBM

is Mrs Vekaria.



Reception children are settling into school!

We are so pleased with how well the Reception children have started their school 
journey. In these first few weeks, they have been learning routines, making 
new friends and exploring their classroom and outdoor spaces through play-
based learning. They have also drawn brilliant self-portraits and have practised 
writing their names. It has been lovely to see them developing early skills in 
communication, counting, mark-making and listening - all whilst having fun and 
settling into school life.

Mrs Patel, Reception leader

What Reception children
have to say...

“I like the tiger dinosaurs.” Aaryan

“I like painting.” Nouriya

“I like when Miss Patel shakes the tambourine and
  plays the train tracks.” Ariyan

“I like when I eat. I like to play with babies.” Jessica

“I like playing with the magnet tiles.” Josh

“I like the puzzles.” Niya 

“I like doing painting.” Aarya 

“I like ABCs.” Junior 
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Spotlight on
Reception
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Year 3 Forest School sessions

Year 3 had a brilliant first Forest School session this week in the Whitchurch 
Woodland! We began by learning the rules of Forest School and how they link to 
our school values. We then moved on to our first activity: identifying common UK 
trees and their leaves - such as oak, holly, and horse chestnut - using identification 
guides. The highlight was the Hapa Zone - a fun art activity where we used 
real leaves, petals and hammers to create beautiful natural prints on fabric. 
Each class now has their own unique piece of art to display! We finished with a 
group reflection, sharing favourite moments and look forward to more nature 
adventures next week.

Mr Coutinho, Forest School Leader
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Meet the Teacher Sessions
Thank you to everyone who attended our meet the teacher
sessions this week - you can view these presentations on
year group pages of our website.

Topic Maps
Remember to view topic maps on the
year group pages of our website.

and Highlights
General Notices

Car Parking Safety Reminder

Please ensure that you are parking safely and 
considerately in and around the school. We have 
had more reports of dangerous parking on Marsh 
Lane. The road next to the Scout Hut should not be 
parked on or blocked - this acts as an emergency 
access road for Avanti School.

We advise parents and carers to park carefully on one of the neighbouring 
roads and walk the remainder of the journey to/from school at the start and 
end of the school day.

Music Ensembles Schedule

Tuesday Percussion Ensemble: 12.20pm-12.50pm; 
Wind Band: 3.30pm-4.15pm

Wednesday Guitar Ensemble: 8.50am-9.35am;
Orchestra 1.10pm-1.55pm; Rock Band: 3.30pm-4.30pm

Friday Mini Choir (Years 1-2): 10.30am-11am; 
Junior Choir (Years 3-4): 12pm-12.30pm;
Senior Choir (Years 5-6): 3.30pm-4.30pm

View
presentations 

and topic 
maps here

English
Beowulf the Brave

We will read and explore Beowulf the Brave and
other texts, using them to inspire poetry and 
character descriptions. We will develop our 

writing through planning, drafting, editing, and 
applying figurative language.

History
How have children’s lives 

changed?

We will investigate childhood in Tudor 
and Victorian times - comparing work, 

leisure, and health, and exploring 
how lives have changed over time.

Art and Design
Drawing and Printmaking

We will explore tone, proportion, 
and mixed-media techniques to 
create collaborative prints and 

evaluate our artwork.

Religious Education
Judaism

We will explore stories from the Old 
Testament, thinking about what they 

teach us about role models, hospitality, 
and caring for the world.

Science
States of Matter

We will explore solids, liquids, and gases, 
investigating how materials change state 
through heating and cooling, and learn 
about evaporation, condensation, and 

the water cycle.

Computing
Online Safety

We will learn how to stay safe online, 
respect digital rights, and understand 

the difference between real and virtual 
friendships.

Music
Clarinets and Trumpets

We will understand basic mouth position and 
hand positions on clarinets/trumpets. We 

will also develop our knowedge of crotchet 
notation and read simple pitch notation.

PSHE
Being Me in My World

We will learn how to be positive members 
of our class and school community, 

understand rights and responsibilities, and 
take part in class decision-making.

French
Food and Drink

We will learn how to shop for fruit and 
vegetables at the market. We will also learn 

how to order drinks and snacks at cafes.

Maths
Place Value

We will develop our understanding of 
place value up to 10,000, practise efficient 
methods for addition and subtraction, and 

apply strategies to solve problems.

Physical Education
Outdoor Adventure Activities / Basketball

We will develop teamwork, trust, and map skills 
through outdoor activities, and learn basketball 

techniques to play in competitive games.

Year 4
Curriculum

Autumn 1

This half term
our topic is:

Courage

Support your child at home:
 

Encourage curiosity - talk to your 
child about learning at school, visit 

the library or museums and let them 
share their knowledge with you.

See
page 6 for

a list of class
assembly

dates

https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/page/year-groups/118504
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School Admissions
2026/27

View 
Admissions 

here

PRIMARY SCHOOL
CHILDREN BORN BETWEEN

1 SEPTEMBER 2021 AND 31 AUGUST 
2022

SECONDARY SCHOOL
CHILDREN BORN BETWEEN

1 SEPTEMBER 2014 AND 31 AUGUST 
2015

You need to apply for a reception
place. Please apply online at:

www.eadmissions.org.uk 

Closing date for applications is
15 January 2026

You need to apply to transfer to 
secondary school. Please apply online 

at: www.eadmissions.org.uk

Closing date for applications is
31 October 2025

We strongly recommend that you
submit your secondary application by 
Friday 24 October 2025, as this is the 
Friday before the half term holiday. 

Applying online is easy and you get an instant acknowledgement that your 
application has been received. You will also receive an email with the outcome

of your application on offer day.  

For details go to www.harrow.gov.uk/schooladmissions

For help and advice on how to complete your application please email 
schooladmissions@harrow.gov.uk

Important School Admissions 
Information

Children who are due to start in primary / 
secondary school in September 2026.

For more information including a list of Secondary School
open evenings please see the Admissions page of our website.

https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/page/admissions/114334
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Monday 22nd September	    Year 1 and 2 Phonics Workshop for Parents/Carers
					        (9am-9.30am)
Monday 29th September	    Year 5 visit to Buckingham Palace
Tuesday 30th September	    Year 6 visit to Imperial War Museum (2 classes)
Thursday 2nd October	 	    Year 6 visit to Imperial War Museum (2 classes)
Friday 3rd October		     Staff Training Day
Monday 6th October	 	    Early Years Phonics Workshop for Parents/Carers
					        (9am-9.30am)
Wed 8th & Thurs 9th October	    Individual Photos
Friday 10th October 		     National Poetry Day (Poet Visit)
Tuesday 14th October		     Parents’ Evening (3.30pm-6.10pm)
Thursday 16th October	 	    Flu Immunisation
					        Parents’ Evening (3.30pm-6.10pm)
Monday 20th October		     Year 6 Holocaust Visitor

Dates for your
Diary

Autumn
1st

Class Assemblies 2025-26
 

Thurs 9th Oct	      4HH
Thurs 23rd Oct	      5NL
Thurs 13th Nov	      6BS
Thurs 27th Nov	      4XL
Thurs 11th Dec	      5RP
Thurs 15th Jan	      6CM
Thurs 29th Jan	      5RC
Thurs 12th Feb	      6ET
Thurs 19th Mar	      4AK
Thurs 26th Mar	      6ND
Thurs 23rd Apr	      5PS
Thurs 7th May	      4RS

Thursdays
9.05am to

9.45am 
Tues 7th Oct	      3MS
Tues 14th Oct	      2DN
Tues 25th Nov	      3SA
Tues 2nd Dec	      2NT
Tues 20th Jan	      1TG
Tues 3rd Feb	      3MD
Tues 3rd Mar	      2KK	
Tues 17th Mar	      1RA
Tues 28th Apr	      3NN
Tues 5th May	      2JJ
Tues 19th May	      1KB
Tues 16th June	      1RS

Tuesdays
9.05am to

9.45am



 

 

Whitchurch Recommended Reading Lists

At Whitchurch, we are committed to nurturing a love of reading. All year groups have 
a Recommended Reading List which consists of a selection of high-quality books that 
children can enjoy in class and take home to read.

We are still collecting book donations to help us stock each classroom with
high-quality texts as part of our new reading initiative launching in Autumn 2. If
you are able to support, please consider purchasing a book from your child’s year 
group via the Amazon Wish Lists below.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed so far. Your support is helping us create 
fantastic reading spaces and inspire a lifelong love of reading across Whitchurch.

www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk

Reading Project
Whitchurch
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Early
Years

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

https://amzn.eu/0X9F3IX
https://amzn.eu/a7n0X4T
https://amzn.eu/7MDw4DW
https://amzn.eu/brMDUfX
https://amzn.eu/20Zl64o
https://amzn.eu/cEHkHmE
https://amzn.eu/boX1tY5
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Well done to our stars of the week, who have been selected
for excellent work and demonstrating our school values

Whitchurch
Star Pupils

Did You Know?

15 minutes late each day 
equals two full weeks of 

school missed every year!

This week’s 
attendance

stars are
3MS (99.7%)

Attendance
Stars

Whole
School
95%

4HH Joshua
4RS Natanael

4XL Zai
4AK Hiranya

5NL Alessio
5PS Fehintola

5RC Zarrarkhan
5RP Sabah

6BS Ocean
6CM Leon
6ET Reeva
6ND Nora

1TG Joshua
1RA Viaan
1RS Daivik
1KB Zian

2JJ Rishil
2NT Taksh
2KK Ethel
2DN Aleks

3MD Aaron
3SA Amelia
3MS Livia
3NN Arya

Respect
Responsibility

Resilience
Honesty

Generosity
Aspiration

This
half term our
focus value is:
Responsibility



Conspiracy Theories

The latest update to ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ includes clarification that 
misinformation, disinformation and conspiracy theories are recognised safeguarding 
harms. Although they might seem far-fetched, for many people they are very convincing 
- especially when presented by persuasive influencers or sensationalist videos online. 

Please refer to the guide attached to this newsletter, which 
unpacks the risks - including isolation, anxiety, and exposure 
to extremist content - that can arise when conspiracies go 
unchecked. 

With practical advice for nurturing curiosity, encouraging 
scepticism and safeguarding children’s digital experiences, 
this guide helps adults to tackle tricky topics in a calm and 
confident manner.
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Support for
Families Safeguarding

Online Nurturing Parenting Programme
(10 weeks from Tuesday 23rd September, 9.45am-12.15pm)

Join in weekly online interactive sessions 
with expert parent coaches, enabling parents 
and carers to boost children’s self-esteem, 
foster independence and build responsibility. 
Learn techniques for positive discipline, stress 
management and creating a harmonious and 
supportive home environment.

Please visit The Family Learning
Hub website for more information
and to book your place.

                      

1

   asha@thefamilylearninghub.com 
 www.thefamilylearninghub.com

JOIN IN ON OUR
10 weekly interactive
sessions with expert

parent coaches
VENUE: ONLINE 

Nurturing Parenting Course
Empower Your Child to Thrive

Boost self-esteem:Help your child build a positive image

Foster Independence:Encourage your child to become self reliant 
and confident

Build responsibility:Teach your child to take ownerships of their
 actions and decisions 

Why Attend?
Positive Discipline Techniques: Learn effective strategies for
managing behavior.
Stress Management: Gain tools to handle stress and
emotions.
Enhanced Family Dynamics: Create a harmonious and
supportive home environment.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
HARROW COUNCIL  

ONLINE 23  SEPTEMBER
9.45am-12.15pm

REGISTER NOW!

Register
here

https://www.thefamilylearninghub.com
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Parents/Carers

Every Wednesday at 9-10am, Tom holds a safe and confidential space 
to meet with parents/carers who would like some support. He is here to 
help you to either think through some of your concerns with one of your 
children, or to support you with a personal struggle, such as grief or loss, 
for example. 

If you would like to make an appointment you can call/text Tom on 
07799028461 or email him at tom@schoolscounsellingpartnership.co.uk 

Schools Counselling Partnership: a space to talk

As we welcome a new school year it’s good to have a little reminder; many of you will 
already know about Schools Counselling Partnership and the services they offer to our 
school. Tom is the Therapeutic Lead and he is here to support you, your child and also 
our staff:

Support for
Families

Children

The Space
Every Wednesday, Tom offers a drop-in for children who want to talk 
about any feelings or worries they may be struggling with. This is a safe, 
confidential space where children can feel listened to in order to feel better 
or to better understand their emotions. If you would NOT like your child to 
make use of this service, please notify the school as soon as possible. 

1:1 counselling
We have one other Therapist who works with specific children who may 
benefit from more regular support, using therapeutic play and the
creative arts.  
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Autumn
Lunch Menu
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MONDAY
MAiNS

DESSERT

TUESDAY
MAiNS

DESSERT

WEDNESDAY
MAiNS

DESSERT

THURSDAY
MAiNS

DESSERT

FRiDAY
MAiNS

DESSERT

Chicken Hot Dog,
with Potato Wedges & Garden Peas

Grilled Cheese Sub,
with Potato Wedges & Garden Peas (V)

Jacket Potato with Cheese, Baked Beans (Ve) 
or Tuna Mayo with Side Salad

Fruity Flapjack (Ve)

whitchurch primary menu

Lamb Bolognese,
with Pasta & Broccoli

Vegetarian Meatballs in Tomato Sauce,
with Pasta & Broccoli (V)

Jacket Potato with Cheese, Baked Beans (Ve)
or Tuna Mayo with Side Salad

Strawberry Jelly (Ve)

Chicken Shawarma Wraps,
with Cous Cous & Sweetcorn

Falafel Wraps, with Cous Cous & Sweetcorn (V) (Ve)

Pasta & Tomato Sauce (Ve)

Apple Sponge Cake (V)

Fish Fingers, with Chips & Baked Beans or Peas

Cheese & Onion Lattice, with Chips, 
Peas or Baked Beans (V)

Jacket Potato with Cheese, Baked Beans (Ve)
or Tuna Mayo with Side Salad

Strawberry Ice Cream (V)

Chicken Burger, with Jacket Wedges
& Corn on the Cob

Vegetable Burger, with Jacket Wedges
& Corn on the Cob (V) 

Pasta & Tomato Sauce (Ve)

Cornflake Cake (Ve) (V)

Tuna Pasta Bake, with Garlic Bread & Broccoli

Macaroni & Cheese, 
with Garlic Bread & Broccoli (V) 

Jacket Potato with Cheese, Baked Beans (Ve)
or Tuna Mayo with Side Salad

Tropical Fruit Salad (Ve) (V)

Chicken Sausage & Mash, 
with Gravy, Peas & Carrots

Vegan Sausage & Mash, 
with Gravy, Peas & Carrots (V) (Ve) 

Pasta & Tomato Sauce (Ve)

Raspberry Mousse (V)

Peri Peri Chicken, with Rainbow Rice 
& Green Beans

Peri Peri Quorn, with Rainbow Rice 
& Green Beans (V)

Jacket Potato with Cheese, Baked Beans (Ve) 
or Tuna Mayo with Side Salad

Pineapple Sponge (V)

Whitchurch Brunch Lunch, Chicken Sausage, 
Hash Brown, Omelette, Baked Beans & Tomato

Vegetarian Brunch Lunch, Vegan Sausage, Omelette, 
Hash Brown, Baked Beans & Tomato (V)

Pasta & Tomato Sauce (Ve)

Vanilla Ice Cream (V)

Cajun Chicken Pizza,
with Diced Potatoes & Peas

Margherita Pizza, with Diced Potatoes & Peas (V)

Jacket Potato with Cheese, Baked Beans (Ve) 
or Tuna Mayo with Side Salad

Apple & Raspberry Crumble 
with Custard (V)

Mild Lamb Chilli,  
with 50/50 Rice & Green Beans

Vegan Mince Chilli,  
with 50/50 Rice & Green Beans (V) (Ve)

Pasta & Tomato Sauce (Ve)

Tropical Fruit Salad (Ve)

Roast Chicken with Gravy, Roast Potatoes, 
Carrots & Cauliflower

Lentil Hot Pot, with Roast Potatoes, 
Carrots & Cauliflower (V) (Ve)

Jacket Potato with Cheese, Baked Beans (Ve)
or Tuna Mayo with Side Salad

Orange Mandarin Jelly (Ve)

Turkey Biryani, with 
Naan Bread & Broccoli

Quorn Biryani, with 
Naan Bread & Broccoli (V)

Pasta & Tomato Sauce (Ve)

Vanilla Sponge (V)

Battered Fish, with
Chips & Baked Beans or Peas

Vegetable Nuggets, with
Chips & Baked Beans or Peas (V)(Ve)

Jacket Potato with Cheese, Baked Beans (Ve)
or Tuna Mayo with Side Salad

Chocolate Ice Cream (V)

Allergen Information: Menu descriptions may not list every individual ingredient. We are aware of the presence of 

allergens requiring labelling, so please ask a member of the catering team should you require any more details. 

Vegetarian options are indicated by the symbol (V) and Vegan options are indicated by the symbol (Ve).

Turkey Tikka Curry,
with 50/50 Rice & Green Beans

Sweet Potato, Chickpea & Tofu Curry,
with 50/50 Rice & Green Beans (V) (Ve)

Pasta & Tomato Sauce (Ve)

Tropical Fruit Salad (Ve) 

Key
(Ve)- Vegan

(V)- Vegetarian

AVAILABLE DAILY
FRESH SALAD BAR/FRESHLy

BAKED BREAD/YOGHURT
Week one 

 1/9, 22/9, 13/10, 10/11, 1/12
Week TWO 

8/9, 29/9, 20/10, 17/11, 8/12
Week THREE 

15/9, 6/10, 3/11, 24/11, 15/12

Salad bar
and bread
available

daily

Allergens
are listed on
our website
(click here)

https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/page/school-meals/114839


 

5 consecutive days of Term Time Leave

Penalty Notice fines will be issued for term time leave of 5 or more
consecutive days (or for fewer days where this has happened before).

10 sessions of Unauthorised Absence in a 10 week period

Penalty Notice fines will be considered where there have been
10 sessions of absence in a 10 week period.

Penalty Notices
for Unauthorised

Absences

2024 
updates: 
what you 
need to 
know 

With the introduction of the new National Framework for Penalty Notices, the following 
changes will come into force for unauthorised absences that occur after 19th August 2024.

Each parent/carer - for each child

Penalty Notice fines will be issued to each parent/carer,
for each child who was absent.

For example: 3 siblings absent for term time leave will result in each
parent/carer receiving 3 separate fines.

First Offence

The first time a
Penalty Notice is issued 
for Term Time Leave or 

irregular attendance the 
amount will be:

£160 per parent/carer,
per child when paid

within 28 days.

(reduced to £80 per 
parent/carer, per child
if paid within 21 days)

Second Offence
(within 3 years)

The second time a
Penalty Notice is issued 
for Term Time Leave or 

irregular attendance the 
amount will be:

£160 per parent/carer,
per child when paid

within 28 days.

(no option to pay
at £80 level)

Third Offence
(and any further offences 

within 3 years)

The third time an offence 
is committed for Term 
Time Leave or irregular 
attendance a Penalty 

Notice will not be issued. 
the case will proceed to 
the Magistrates’ court.

Magistrate’s fines can
be up to £2,500 per 

parent/carer, per child.

Please refer to our Attendance and Punctuality Policy and speak with the school if you are 
thinking of taking your child out of school during term time. You will need to make a written 
request to take your child out of school and any leave of absence will need to be agreed by 

the Headteacher before it is given.

Fines
will be 
issued 

for:

Fines
will be 
issued

to:



 


