Humanities Blog - Summer 1

Early Years
In RE term in Reception, children have been exploring animals, their habitats, different species and the
history of some animals. We have been exploring different animals around the world. Children have
enjoyed looking at the globe and identifying animals that come from different continents. We have been
learning about different zoo animals and their habitats in different parts of the world. They have been
fascinated to distinguish an African and Asian elephant through the shape of their ears.

Year 1
In Geography this half term, Year 1 have been looking at where
they live. We have identified which countries are in the United
Kingdom and which cities belong to those countries. We have
also looked closely at our local area and worked out the route
we will take to on our Canons Park trip.

Year 2
This half term the children in Year 2 have been studying
geographical hot and cold countries of the world. They
have learnt about how the equator affects the climates on
Earth and thus how these further affect the weather. The
children have enjoyed utilising their knowledge of how to
use an atlas and a range of maps to locate where would
be warmer and where on earth would be cooler. Year 2
have also made great cross-curricular links to this half
term’s science topic on animal adaptations and have
deepened their understanding of why animals live in
certain climate zones.

Year 3
This half term year 3 have been learning about tsunamis and tornadoes. They have learned how they are
both formed and how to stay safe if one occurs. Year 3 pupils also conducted some research about some of
the most well-known and devastating tsunamis that have happened across the world and worked in groups
to create a TV news broadcast story reporting on one of the tsunami events.

Year 4
This half term, year 4 have explored maps and learned
about their features and their importance with a focus on
the geographical traits of the UK. The pupils learned about
the difference between United Kingdom, England,
Northern Ireland and Wales while exploring capitals,
regions and counties.

Year 5
Our topic this term has been Ancient Greece. The children have learnt about the geography of Greece and
how this impacted the creation of the city states ‘Polis’. They have learnt about religion and especially
enjoyed identifying the different Greek gods and goddesses. They studied Greek architecture and looked in
particular at the amphitheatre. A highlight of our topic this term was our ‘Greek Day’ where the children
were able to create art and culture related to Ancient Greece. We will be consolidating this learning by two
visits to the British Museum in Summer 2, one in person where we will participate in a Greek Myths
workshop, and one virtual where we will learn more about the Parthenon, the temple of Athena in Athens.

Year 6
Map work has been the main focus for Geography this half term.
Understanding why we have different types of maps was really
interesting, including how scale is used to make them accurate.
Then, we looked into Ordinance Survey maps and why they are
important. To be able to read 6-figure grid references was a
challenge, but became easier when focusing on a famous area in
London. Lastly, we will measure distances on our London maps,
using a variety of resources to help us, including string.

